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SUBJECT: CHILLIER CLIMATE FOR PEKING'S FOREIGNERS 

1. ALTHOUGH DIFFICULT TO PIN DOWN, THERE IS A GROWING 
FEELING AMONG PEKING'S DIPLOMATIC AND FOREIGN PRESS 
COMMUNITY THAT THE ATMOSPHERE HERE, LIKE PEKING'S 
WEATHER, HAS BEEN GROWING INCREASINGLY CHILLY. RISING 
XENOPHOBIA IN THE PRESS, AS WITNESSED BY THE ATTACKS 
ON ANTONIONI (FOUR MORE SHORT ARTICLES ON THIS SUBJECT 
APPEARED IN PEOPLE'S DAILY FEBRUARY 4, WHICH WERE, HOWEVER, 
ANTI-ANTONIONI WITHOUT BROADER FOREIGN TARGETS), WESTERN MUSIC 
AND WESTERN TECHNOLOGY, HAS BEEN ACCOMPANIED BY 
INCREASING RIGIDITY AND RETICENCE IN PRC OFFICIAL CONTACTS 
WITH FOREIGNERS. WE HAVE ALREADY REPORTED FRENCH 
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DECISION TO CANCEL THE ORCHESTRE DE PARIS AS A RESULT 
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OF CHINESE UNRESPONSIVENESS. ALGERIANS REPORTEDLY 

ALSO CANCELLED A MUSIC AND DANCE GROUP WHEN PRESENTED 

WITH EXTREMELY DETAILED DEMANDS FOR MUSICAL CONTENT, LIBRETTOS, 

DESCRIPTIONS OF DANCES, ETC., BEFORE CHINESE WOULD EVEN 

PERMIT ADVANCE TEAM TO COME TO PEKING FOR DISCUSSIONS. 

IN VIEW OF CURRENT ATMOSPHERE GERMANS HAVE CANCELLED 
PLANS TO BRING AN ORCHESTRA TO PEKING THIS YEAR. CANADIANS, 

ON THE OTHER HAND, CONTINUE PLANNING FOR VANCOUVER SYMPHONY AND 
ARE PROVIDING DETAILED INFORMATION REQUIRED BY CHINESE. 

THEY POINT OUT, HOWEVER, THAT VANCOUVER SYMPHONY NOT 
SCHEDULED UNTIL SEPTEMBER. 

2. PERHAPS REFLECTING MOOD ENGENDERED BY ANTONIONI CRITIQUE, 

TWO FRENCH LANGUAGE TEACHERS WHO RECENTLY ATTEMPTED TO 
PHOTOGRAPH A GROUP OF PEOPLE AT WORK WERE SURROUNDED BY A MOB, 
MILITIA WERE CALLED, AND THEIR CAMERA AND FILM WERE 
CONFISCATED, LEAVING TWO FRENCHMEN RATHER SHAKEN. 

3. LONDON DAILY EXPRESS CORRESPONDENT WHO HAS HAD VERY 
GOOD RELATIONS WITH MFA INFORMATION DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
THAT COOPERATION AND FRIENDLINESS HAVE DECLINED RECENTLY. 

BRITISH EMBASSY ATTEMPTED TO ORGANIZE FAREWELL LUNCHEON 
FOR DEPARTING SECOND SECRETARY WHO HAD WORKED CLOSELY WITH 
MA YU-CHEN AND STAFF OF INTERNATIONAL LIAISON SECTION 

OF INFORMATION DEPARTMENT, BUT WERE TOLD MA WAS BUSY ON 
DATE PROPOSED AND WOULD BE BUSY ON ANY OTHER DATE PRIOR TO 
SECOND SECRETARY'S DEPARTURE. 

4. TRAVEL CONTROLS MAY ALSO BE TIGHTENING. USLO OFFICER 
RECENTLY REQUESTED PERMISSION TO TRAVEL TO KWEILIN, CHANGSHA AND 
WUHAN AND WAS TOLD TRAVEL TO ALL THREE CITIES WAS "INCONVENIENT' 1 . 
WHILE KWEILIN HAS ALWAYS BEEN DIFFICULT, LATTER TWO CITIES WERE 
VISITED ONLY LAST MONTH BY AUSTRALIAN DCM. 

5. PEKING'S POPULACE SEEMS ALMOST TOTALLY PREOCCUPIED WITH 
ANTI-CONFUCIUS - ANTI-LIN CAMPAIGN. BOOKSTORES SELLING 
STUDY MATERIALS HAVE LONG LINES AND SOME MUST WAIT AN 
HOUR AND MORE TO BUY THE LATEST COMMENTARY ON THE CAMPAIGN. 

THE LARGEST HSINHUA BOOKSTORE HAS SET UP A READING AREA TO 
STUDY ANTI-CONFU Cl AN DOCUMENTS WHICH IS JAMMED WITH READERS. 
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A USLO OFFICER WHO VISITED THE AREA TO BUY BOOKS FOUND THE 
ATMOSPHERE DISTINCTLY UNCOMFORTABLE. 

6. COMMENT: AS POINTED OUT IN HONG KONG'S 1222, ANTI- 
CONFUCIAN CAMPAIGN SEEMS TO HAVE MOVED INTO NEW PHASE WITH 
FEBRUARY 2 PEOPLE'S DAILY EDITORIAL, AND IT APPEARS TO FIND 
SOME REFLECTION IN ATTITUDES TOWARD FOREIGNERS. 

IT IS DIFFICULT AT THIS POINT TO FORESEE HOW FAR THIS MAY 
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DEVELOP, BUT THUS FAR NO ONE IS PREDICTING A RETURN TO THE 
EXTREMES OF XENOPHOBIA SEEN DURING THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION. 

JENKINS 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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